Appleby Archaeology 


Notes of the fourth Dig Appleby Project Meeting held at Northgate, Milburn on Thursday December 

22 nd 2016 


Present 
Phyl Rouston 
Martin Railton 
Martin Joyce 
David Boote 
Richard Stevens 
Mike Godfrey 


Chairman 

Research 

Newsletter Editor 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


Apologies 

Heather Edwards Membership Secretary 
Carol Dougherty 


1/12/16 Communications 

Martin R said he had sent a description of the Dig Appleby Project to the CWAAS for publication in 
their Newsletter. It was agreed that Martin J should send the same text, together with a couple of 
suitable pictures to the C&W Herald for publicity purposes. (Martin J) 

Richard asked Martin R for an updated figure on Facebook hits & likes. Martin said that signing in 
figures were as previously noted except that a further 12 people had attended the finds workshop. 
Martin J said that the Blog had received well over 1000 hits in total. (Martin R) 

Carol had said that she would be writing some text for the Blog on the outcome & follow up of the 
palaeography workshop. (Carol) 

Martin R said that all our Facebook updates are re-posted by the Appleby Town Council page, 
thereby reaching a much wider audience than we do alone. 

2/12/2016 Equipment 

Martin R said that he had recently purchased a hand held GPS receiver and field equipment such as 
spades, trowels, buckets etc. Martin R explained that he would need the project laptop to enable 
him to compile the project archive. (Martin J/Martin R) 

3/12/2016 Events schedule, field work access and non-field work learning and training. 

Martin R said that the finds workshop had gone very well, with 12 attendees. A good quantity of 
medieval sherds had been found and these were examined & analysed by Wardell-Armstrong, who 
have provided their report. Martin said he would ask Barbara Blenkinship to look at the post- 
medieval pottery. 

The palaeography workshops had been successful and were being followed up by a smaller group 
looking at the records in more detail. 
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The visit to the Kendal archive had been attended by 10 people and had been very useful and 
enjoyable. 

Martin explained that although the almshouse gardens had been the most productive area in terms 
of finds, he did not think it a suitable location for a larger scale excavation in the spring because of 
the disruption it would cause to the residents. He had a couple of possibilities for an excavation in 
April or May, including some land at Scattergate which was owned by the Council. He would also 
welcome more landowners to allow access to land in the town & Richard agreed to place such an 
appeal in his report of the AGM to the C&W Herald. (Richard) 

Chris Wilson had been investigating the site of a possible chapel but Martin thought that this was 
too far away from the core of the medieval town to progress as part of the project. David thought 
that the area around the Bongate ford might be worth investigating. 

A short discussion took place regarding a possible further application to HLF for a follow up to the 
Dig Appleby Project. It was decided to wait to see how the potential Appleby HAZ project impacted 
upon the Group because of possible conflicts and resourcing problems. 

4/12/2016 AOB 

None. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm 

Unless otherwise advised, the time and date of the next Dig Appleby Project meeting will follow 
the regular committee meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 16*^ March 2017 at the White House, 
Brampton. 
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